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The History of King tear. 

F/w.Faireft Cordelia, that art mott rich being poore, 
Mollchoifc forfaken,and mod loued defpis’d. 

Thee and thy vcrtues heere 1 feize vpon. 

Be it lawfull I take vp what’s caft away. 

Gods, Gods ! tis ftrange, that from their cold’ft neglcft. 

My lone fhonld kindle to enflam’d refpeift. 

Thy dowreleffe daughter King,throwne to thy chance. 

Is Queene of vs, of ours, and our faire France : 

Not all the Dukes in watrifh Burgundy, 

Shall buy this vnpriz’d precious maid of me* 

Bid them far well Cordelia , though vnkinde 
Thou lofeft heere, a better where to finde. 

Z-e<ir.Thouhaft her France, lether be thine. 

For wehaue no fuch daughter,nor fhall euer fee 

That face of hers againe,th«:cfore be gone, (g un dj. 

Without our grace, our loue,our benizon : come noble Bur- 

Exit Lear and Burgundy, 

Fnr».Bid farwell to your fillers. 

Cord. The Icwels of our Father, 

With wafht eyes Cordelia leaues you, I know you what you are, 
And like a filler am moll loth to call your faults 
As they arc natned,vfe well our Father, 

To your profefled bofomes I commit him. 

But yet alaffe, Hood I within his grace, 

I would preferre him to a better place; 

So farwell to you both* 

GonoriU. Prefcribe notvs our duties. 

Began. Let your lludy be to content your Lord, 

Who hath receiu’d you at Fortunes almes. 

You hauc obedience fcanted. 

And well are worth the worth that you haue wanted. 

CW.Time lhall vnfold what pleated cunning hides. 

Who couers faults,at laft fhamc them decides : 

Well may you profper. 

Fran. Come faire C or delta. Exit France and Ct rd» 

G«w.Sifter,it is not a little I haue to fay. 

Of what moft ncercly appertaines to vs both. 



The History o) King Lear. 

I thinke our father will hence to night. 

^.That’s moft ccrtaine.and with you,next month with v», 

GjIYou fee how full of changes his age is, the obferuacion 
wehaue made of it hath not bcene little ; he alwaies loued our 
filler moft, and with what poorc judgement hee hath now call 

her off,appeares too grofle. ... , n 

Reg. Tis the infirmity of his age, yet he hath euerbutflen- 

derly knowne himfclfc. .... 

Gono. The bell and foundeft of his time hath bin but rafh, 
then mull we lookc to receiue fro his age,noc alone the imper- 
fe&ion of long ingrafted condition, but therwithal vnruly wai- 
wardnes,that infirme and cholcricke yeares bring with them. 

.fog. Such vneonftant ftars are we like to haue from him, as 
this of Fff»tjbanifhment. 

(j6ng.ib.crc is further complement of Ieaue takingbetween 
France and him,pray1ets hit together,if our Father cary autho- 
rity with fuch difpofitionsashebeares, this laft furrender of 
his will but offend vs. 

Regan.Wc fhall further thinke on’t. 
q°n .Wc mull do fomething,and it’h hcate. Exeunt, - 

. Enter Baftard foltu. 

2bi/?.ThouNatUfcart myGoddelfe, tothy law my feruices 
are bound, wherefore fhould I (land in the plague of cuftome, 
and permit the curiofity of Nations to dcpriueme.for that I am 
fome u.or 14 . moone-fhines lag ofa brother.- whybaftard ? 
wherefore bafe,when my dementions are as well compaft, my 
minde as generous, & my fhape as true as honeft madams iflue, 
why brand they vs with bafe, bafe baftardy ? whointhclufty 
ftealth of nature, take more compofition and fierce quality ,then 
doth within a dale dull lied bed, goe to the creating ofa whole 
tribe of fops got tweene fleepe and wake ; well the legitimate 
Edgar, \ muft haue your land, our Fathers loue is to the baftard 
Edmund, as to the legitimate .-well my legitimate, ifehis letter 
fpccd,and my inuention thr\uc,Edmund the bafe fhall tooth’ie- 
gitimate : Igrow,I profper.now Gods ftand vp for Baftards. 

Enter G beefier, 

Cleft, .fow banifttt thus, and France in chollcr parted, and 
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